
 

FALL 2013 ALUMNI CONNECTION PROGRAM GUIDELINES 

  

Goal:  

The objective of the Alumni Connection Program is to pair every current HACU intern with a HACU alumnus/a whom they can reach 

out for support during their internship. This program ties in with the HACU Alumni Association’s mission, to serve as a network not 

only for alumni but also for current interns. Further, it will help to strengthen ties between existing program alumni and future 

program alumni.  

Who can participate:  

The program is open to all HACU alumni regardless of where they live. This is the first HACU Alumni Association program for all 

interns; it is not limited to Washington, DC area interns and alumni. All participating HACU interns will receive an alumni contact, 

and all HACU alumni wanting to participate in the program will be matched with at least one intern. 

Guidelines for Alumni: 

Every alum will receive the name and email of one (or more) HACU (HNIP) Fall intern with whom the alum was matched based on 

interests, intended career paths, or geographic proximity. The expectation is that the alum will communicate with the intern at least 

three times during their internship:  

- Once at the beginning of the internship program to congratulate the intern on being selected to participate, answer any questions 

about life as an intern and establish the alum-intern relationship. This email should be sent out before September 10, 2013. 

- At the mid-point of the internship to ask about the internship and see if the intern needs help.  

- At the end of the internship to ask about the intern’s future plans and to encourage him/her to stay involved with the HACU Alumni 

Association.  

Every effort will be made to match alumni with interns in their area. In the event that the intern and alum are in the same area, we 

hope they will make an effort to meet and to develop the relationship beyond “alumni connection” to “alumni mentorship.” We 

understand that this will not be possible in some cases owing to the remote location of some field sites and the interest we have of 

getting a large number of alumni across the country participating. In the event that an alumnus/a is matched with an intern not in 

his/her area, we still expect the alumnus/a to try to establish a mentoring relationship with the intern as much as possible over the 

phone and email.  

Guidelines for Interns: 

Interns will be contacted by their assigned alumni mentor during the first or second week of their internship. In the event that they are 

not contacted by September 10, 2013 the intern should email Fabiana Perera at fabiana.perera@gmail.com. 

Under no circumstances will interns share the contact information of their assigned alum with any other interns or people outside of 

the program.  

Interns must always be respectful, courteous and professional in their communication with their alumni mentor. 
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